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News Release

The University rfDayton
UD RECEIVES EXPERIMENTAL
ELECTRIC CAR FRmi GM
I:J::..:'':'':~l,

Ohio, January 17, 1985 -- The University of Dayton 1 s School of

Engineering has become the recipient of an experimental electric vehicle, donated by
the Delco Products Division of the General Motors Corporation.
The vehicle will be added to the Mechanical Engineering Department's senior
laboratory experimental equipment, to be used for instructional purposes.

It will

provide the students with a more advanced means of studying the methods used to
measure the performance of electrical vehicles.
"In the past," said Louis Boehman, Ph.D., a professor in the M.E. department,
"classes were geared mostly toward the study of conventional engines, except where
studen t proj ects wer e concerned.

Electric motors have been tested on a small scale

at UD, but have never been installed in a vehicle."
Many experts believe that the current availability and low price of fossil
fuels is temporary, and the electric car will become a very viable form of transportation in the future.

According to Boehman, "The new dimension added to UD's

program, by the electric vehicle, will give students an extra edge in the search for
a transportation solution in future energy crunches."
In the f uture, the M.E.

Departm~nt

envisions using the knowledge gained from

the study of this car to develop its own hybrid electric car, of more efficient
des ign .

From studying the high voltage energy storage system, in which GM has made

gr eat advancements , UD hopes to develop a car that can perform better during short
du :::- ~ t i on ,

high performance periods, such as passing and climbing hills.
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The car is powered by a 23 hp, 7000 r.p.m. Delco DC Series wound traction
motor.

The car weighs 3,440 pounds, and has a driving range of 30-35 miles between

battery charges.
30 m.p.h.

The range can be extended to 70 miles, driving at a constant

The maximum speed is 60 m.p.h.

Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., Ph .D. , president of the University of Dayton,
was presented with the keys by De lco' s director of engineering, Lamar L. Kerr, at a
10:30 a.m. ceremony at the University of Dayton Arena.

A demonstration of the car's

capabilities was given at the Arena before the car was transported to UD's Mechanical
Engineering Building for its implementation into the M.E. program.
For more information, contact University Communications, 229-3241.
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